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IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLBEING.

The Children’s Cancer Association knows that for seriously ill
children and their families every moment is precious. That's why
our programs leverage music, nature, friendship, and resources
to create transformative moments of joy for nearly 30,000
children, teens, and their family members each year. We believe
kids deserve long, wonderful lives. Or at the very least, short
wonderful lives. Unlike many organizations dedicated to the
worthy goal of someday finding a cure for cancer, CCA is all
about creating joy today. Visit us anytime at JoyRx.org.

Meet Elijah

The Pate family lives an active life in the outdoors, backpacking, skiing, and stand

up paddleboarding. Stephanie and Ben are the proud parents of 12-year-old Elijah
and 14-year-old Faith. It was during one of these outdoor excursions that Stephanie
and Ben noticed Elijah seemed tired, often stumbling and losing his balance. Though
somewhat concerning, they chalked it up to a growth spurt. However, headaches
became a frequent occurrence, sometimes causing him to throw up. Then one
night, reality came crashing down when he began to scream in pain from a splitting
headache.

Terrified of the pain their son was experiencing, Ben rushed Elijah to the hospital.
Just a few hours later, Stephanie received a call. Elijah had a tumor in his brain,
medulloblastoma.
Surgery removed the tumor from his brain, but it left Elijah with a loss of strength on the right side of his body. He had to learn how to walk,
talk, and become left-hand dominant. Physical therapy was grueling and at times dismaying for Elijah. Some days he didn't even want to
leave the couch - then the Link program had a customizable robot delivered right to his front door.

“It was a major deal for us to get the robotics for him, we were trying to draw him out,” said Ben. “He was pretty sick and wasn't really
interacting. The robotics got him sitting at the table and going online to learn how to build things. Link also gave him a subscription to a
monthly STEM kit (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math). Every time a box showed up, he would tear into it, he really enjoyed them.
We had no clue what he was working on, and he'd have to teach us!”

“‘CCA gave me a robot. | have a controller app on my phone, and | can make it move,” said Elijah proudly. “It's good for my right hand, for my
coordination. | find it fun to put things together, building something from small parts. The STEM kits were really fun too.”

Today, Elijah is moving forward with chemotherapy through October of 2019 and is proud to share that he is self-regulating his calories and
back to feeding himself after months on tube feeding. He's also working hard to increase his core strength and balance while continuing to
regain dexterity in his right hand through physical therapy and of course building robots.

What a Dollar Buys
Here are some examples of the difference your donation makes:
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One graduation celebration for New guitar strings for our

One memorial stone for a child - e
the end of a Chemo Pal match. MyMusicRx Specialist.

staying at the Caring Cabin.
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